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Leo N., 164 years, attended public school from his
seventh to his sixteenth year. He was in the fifth grade
when he left school, having been promoted without really
passing after two years5 trial in the third grade. The
principal of the school told us he always considered that
Leo was "born short." The boy had never been placed
in a class for subnormal children, nor had he received any
special instruction of any kind. Our examination showed
conclusively that most of the time spent in school had
been virtually wasted; the boy's mentality precluded the
possibility of his learning by the usual school methods.
He had acquired very little in any of the school branches;
he did not even write his own name well. He realized
his limitations, saying that he was no scholar and that he
could not learn to read. However, the boy showed much
dexterity in manual work; he did several tests in this field
very well, proving himself to have ability to reason with
concrete material and to have very good psychomotor
control. This boy was tested before the present Binet
series was issued or our own present tests developed, but
there is no doubt that Leo would have graded as feeble-
minded on everything except in handling concrete material.
It is to be remembered, however, that his social apper-
ceptive ability was good. He failed on almost every other
kind of test. Especially poor was his rote memory span
and his learning of the substitution or arbitrary association
test, nor did he remember much better ideas which were
logically connected.

We strongly urged that this boy be placed at work and
taught a trade where his special abilities might come into
play. This was done, and he began work in a carpenter
shop. The outcome has been extremely good; some five
years after first seeing the boy we learned that he has never
again been delinquent, that he works steadily and saves
his money, is quite contented, and able to take care of
himself in every way.